
 

 

Welcome to Spring and the final three months of the school year. Spring 

represents rebirth in nature, and in schools this takes the form of the birth 

of the upcoming school year and the many facets of planning that go into 

preparing for that new school year. As well, as illustrated in this newsletter, 

there is a multitude of activities occurring in Spring-sports and clubs, student 

presentations, EQAO testing, and graduation to name a few.  

 

All of this occurs as well as our core business-educating young minds. In that 

respect we continue to expand our own knowledge in our professional prac-

tice, particularly around mathematics.  Improving our practice occurs in a 

number of ways: through our partnership with other elementary schools in 

our Network; through our in-school small group professional learning in 

Math Partners; and through activities and discussions during staff meetings.  

 

In our Network, Board Mathematics Consultants work with some of our 

teachers and teachers from four other schools to both supplement our math 

teaching knowledge and also to watch our teaching and to give feedback on 

our techniques.  

 

Within our own school, we have been working in small groups on the 4C 

model of lesson delivery: Co-planning the lesson, Co-teaching the lesson, Co-

debriefing what was taught, and Co-reflecting on what we might change to 

improve the lesson when delivered the next time. During these sessions we 

are focused on the concepts in the book “5 Practices for Orchestrating 

Mathematics Discussions”.  

 

All of these practices allow us to learn together to practice teaching tech-

niques that have been demonstrated to increase student understanding and 

success in mathematics. 
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All YRDSB schools are now using School Cash Online as an online payment system. School 

Cash Online is an easy, safe and convenient way for families to pay online for extracurricular 

items or events, including yearbooks and field trips. It helps to reduce paper and the amount of 

cash/cheques handled by parents and students.  

 

If you have not yet registered to School Cash Online you are missing important notifications, 

all you need is your child’s student ID number to get started! 

 

You can register for School Cash Online at any time. There is also a button on our school web-

site. Once you are registered, you will be notified of any new items available for your child. 

Visitors to the School 

We welcome visitors and volunteers to the school. All visitors and volunteers must start their visit in 
the office. All visitors and volunteers are required to wear a “visitor” or “volunteer” sticker while in the 
school. If you are bringing an item for your child or picking up your child for an appointment, please 
come to the school office.  A staff member will contact the classroom and ensure the item is         
delivered, or direct your child to the office if you are picking up your child.  If possible, try to arrange 
appointments after school hours so that your child does not miss valuable class time. 

Please notify us in writing or by telephone if someone other than the parent/guardian will pick up 
your child. We will only release children to adults listed as emergency contacts.  

If you wish to arrange a meeting by phone or in person to speak with your child’s teacher, please 
call the school ahead of time to arrange a convenient time.  We cannot ask teachers to leave their 
classrooms during the instructional day to take a phone call or meet with a parent. If you are coming 
to school for a pre-arranged appointment, please begin your visit in the office and we will notify the 
teacher that you have arrived. 

arrived. 

Will your child be late or absent from school? 

 

Be sure to call the school before 8:10 a.m. to let us know.   

You can also leave a  message anytime at (905) 832-4922                                      

in the attendance mailbox.  Your child’s safety is our utmost concern. 

SCHOOL CASH ON-LINE 

https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
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Parent Information 

Between May 22nd and June 1st, 2018, students in Grade 3 and Grade 6 will be taking part in 
the Provincial Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics, Primary Division (Grades     
1–3) and Junior Division (Grades 4-6).  
 
This assessment is administered to all Grade 3 and Grade 6 students in Ontario’s publicly 
funded school system by the Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO), an             
independent agency of the Government of Ontario.  
 
While the exact dates for the administration of Assessment of Reading, Writing and           
Mathematics, Primary Division and Junior Division have yet to be finalized for the school, we 
would kindly ask that you avoid planning appointments, vacations or breaks that may make 
your child absent during this two week period.  
 
Our thanks, in advance.  
 
 

Grade 3 and 6 EQAO Information 

Moving? A New Child Attending? Help Us Plan Ahead! 

It may only be March, but our school has already started preliminary planning for 2018- 2019. In 
some respects, the work we do now in the offices is especially important, because our accuracy 
with anticipated enrollment helps us better plan, and optimistically, minimizes the need to move 
students across classes in September. We need to recognize there is always a possibility in any 
given year for reorganization in the Fall, especially as enrollments increase or decline. We would 
ask our community for its help in this work. If you know you will be moving out of the area in the 
months ahead, please let the office know as soon as possible, to help us be accurate with our    
enrollment estimates. Similarly, if you have a child who will be joining us at the school for the first 
time in Kindergarten Year 1 and have yet to register, we would ask you to do so at your earliest 
convenience. Thank you for your support in helping us plan for continued success at the school.  



School Dress Code                   

 

                  April Showers Bring May Flowers   
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Parent Information 

Board Policy and Procedure #635.0, Student Dress Code outlines that “student dress code is 

a standard for all students that meets school community expectations for appropriate dress.” 

For this current school year, the dress code was reviewed and maintained, as follows:  

Students need to dress appropriately for school. Examples of clothing that should not be 

worn at school include:  

  short skirts and shorts (if you wear these items the length should be at least full arm 

length with fingers stretched downwards 

 tank tops (strap width should be two finger spaces wide), no spaghetti straps, no tops 

that leave the midriff exposed, or undergarments visible; no halter tops  

 hats, bandanas and any other headwear in school, except for religious purposes  

 clothing with inappropriate slogans or logos. 

Please send your child to school dressed appropriately for cool and wet Spring weather.   
Students are outside almost every day and rain jackets, rubber boots, hats, and gloves will help 
make recess a more enjoyable time.  It is advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks at 
school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, 
please be sure to label all articles of clothing.  Please drop by the school at any time to go 
through the Lost & Found Bin to search for lost items.  This bin continues to overflow with various 
items.  Following the last day of school, all items remaining in the bin are donated to a charity. 



POP TABS  

On January 10th, we took the initiative to start collecting pop tabs to make a wheelchair for a person in need. We are  
happy to report that in just over 2 months we have collected over 23,000 pop tabs!  A wheelchair takes approximately 8 
million pop tabs to create. While we know that this will be almost impossible for the school to collect, we would like to 
make a difference by being able to contribute to making one. The pop tabs will be brought to Sick Kids Hospital because 
they collect for the charity “POP TABS FOR WHEELCHAIRS.” We are hoping everyone can keep bringing in as many pop 
tabs as they can, to help those in need. 

 

Organized and Written by Amelia, Maddalene and Emma 

 

 

 

                               Vesey’s Bulbs Fundraiser 

 

Spring is finally here, and what better way to enjoy this wonderful season than by planting beautiful flowers and delicious 

vegetables in your garden!    

 

The Vesey’s Bulb Fundraising program features the sale of bulbs, plants and seeds with 50% of proceeds from each 
purchase coming to Michael Cranny Elementary School. As with all of our fundraisers, all proceeds will go towards the 

enhancement of student learning through various initiatives throughout the school year. 

 

Last week, all families should have received a Vesey’s Fundraiser brochure along with an envelope and order form.   

Orders are due no later than Monday, April 9th and all products are expected to be sent home the week of May 7th.    

 

We appreciate your ongoing support and look forward to another successful fundraising campaign! 

 

Michael Cranny School Council  

 

 

Professor Jamz 

 

We would like to thank the parents and students of Michael Cranny for 
a successful Dance-a-thon with Professor Jamz!  On Friday, March 9

th
, 

the students kicked off their last day of school before March Break by 
dancing to their favourite tunes. Over $1150 was raised through this 
fundraising initiative.  Way to go Cranny! 
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School Council 2017-2018 

 

Our school council meetings for the 2017-2018 school year will take place on; 

  

          Tuesday, April, 10, 2018 *New date 

                                                 Thursday, May 17, 2018 

 

All Parents are welcome to join us in the library  

at 7:00 p.m. 
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Dear Parents,  

Are you interested in becoming more involved in your child' s school? Do you want to learn more 
about or have input in decisions that affect his/her school life?  School Council is a group of        
parents, formed in September, which advises the Principal on decisions that affect the entire school 
community.  So we need to hear from you!  

Meetings take place monthly and everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.  Each meeting, 
we hear from the Principal an update on the behind-the-scenes work that staff is doing to better   
engage our kids in their education, and the upcoming co-curricular activities being planned for stu-
dents like guest speakers, sports and clubs, and field trips.  The Treasurer also reports on the funds 
raised from your generous involvement in initiatives like the pizza lunches and gift card fundraiser 
we decided to plan in the Fall.    

We have also learned about the School Improvement Plan and analysis of EQAO data, school 
budget, prepared feedback for the Trustees on important Board policies that affect each one of us, 
and voted to decide how to spend your fundraising dollars to best serve the kids.  Teachers have 
attended meetings as guest speakers on special topics (e.g., modern learning; music program).  
We have also brought forward many issues or questions for discussion (What is covered in the 
physical and health education curriculum? What happened to teaching cursive writing? Can we   
review the school dress code?) and had the opportunity to tour the Jungle Sport equipment back in 
the Fall and see firsthand why our kids were so excited about this program!  

We hope to see you at 7 pm in the school library for the few remaining meetings. The following 
meeting dates are Tuesday April 10th, &  Thursday May 17, 2018 

 

Sincerely, 

Michael Cranny ES School Council 

 



 

                               Computer Club 

April 2018 Computer Club 

 

This year as Michael Cranny’s Computer Science Club, supervisors Mr. Milette, Ms. Osborne, and 
Mrs. Speers have encouraged students from Grades 6 to 8 to join the after school club on Thurs-
days to spark an interest in computer science. Whether they have past experiences or not, the stu-
dents work with the interactive technology to teach them the skills that will last a lifetime—from in-
vestigating all about coding resources such as Hopscotch or Scratch for beginners, to maybe even 
Python or Javascript for those more advanced students. Michael Cranny graciously supplies stu-
dents with all coding equipment that they might need, from tutorial videos, to beginner books for 
Scratch, to robotics equipment and hardware! All participating students enjoy our wonderful club, 
as it is also a great time to hang out, collaborate, learn with peers, and even make new friends with 
others of the same interests. 

Cobras Badminton Spring 2018 

 
The beginning of our Badminton season has been going quite well so far. Using all of our time 
wisely, we jumped right into 2 on 2 rallying, games, and mini-tournaments. This year, as always, 
the tryouts focus on skill development, having the mindset of, “if you don’t make it, this year will be 
good practice for the next year.” Badminton progression will be excelled through a list of 15     
techniques used in each and every game. Tryouts are still in process and practice games will   
begin in April, while the Areas Tournament will be May 4th at Maple High School. Coaches       
Mr. Milette and Ms. Osborne and all of athletes are excited for this year’s Badminton outcome at 
areas! Go Cobras! Special thanks to our star badminton team members, Stanley and David, for 
helping with this year’s Badminton season. 
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Parent Information 

                           
                        Boys and Girls Badminton 
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Michael Cranny is accepting Kindergarten Registration forms for September 2018. Children who were 
born in 2014 are eligible for Junior Kindergarten. Children born in 2013 and not currently attending a   
public school are eligible for Senior Kindergarten in September. Registration forms are available on the 
Board’s Website: www.yrdsb.ca. 

 

As space is limited, some children may be required to attend a school outside their neighborhood. Please 
note that all required documentation must be submitted and complete in order for your child to be enrolled. 
You and your child must also live within the school boundary. Again, space is limited, so please don't delay 
in having your child registered. The following documentation is required: 

 

 - Proof of Child’s Age (Birth Certificate or Passport) 

- Proof of Residency (for child and parent/guardian) 

- Citizenship and immigration status (for child and parent/guardian 
where applicable) 

- Direction of School Support form (if applicable) 

 
   Keep checking the web site and reading the newsletter for future information regarding Kindergarten              
   orientation. 

Looking for summer learning and fun activities for students entering Senior Kindergarten to Grade 8? 

Summer Institute offers academic, recreational and athletic programs and activities with intentional links to 
the Ontario Curriculum.  

The program runs for six weeks during July and August. It is offered at 11 school sites around York Region.  

For more information on dates, programs and locations, please visit the Summer Institute page on 
www.yrdsb.ca. 

Registration opens March 7.  Families can now register online, as well as in person or by mail.  

Base Registration Weekly Fees:  

York Region District School Board students: $105 (4 day weeks) $120 (5 day weeks) 

Non- York Region District School Board students: $130 (4 day weeks) $155 (5 day weeks) 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION SEPTEMBER 2018 

SUMMER INSTITUTE 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/summer/si/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/summer/si/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca
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Grade 8 Graduation Fundraiser:  Family Games Night  

We are glad to announce that on Thursday, April 12th, 2018, 
6:00-8:00 p.m. we will be hosting our Annual Family Game Night! 

There will be a variety of activities for all ages, so bring your   
parents, grandparents and siblings. Students in kindergarten to 
grade 6 must be accompanied by a parent/guardian. Some of 
these games include Just Dance, Twist-
er, Chess and much, much more!            
Admission is $5.00 for one person or the 

same price for a family!  Registration and pizza/water pre-
orders are available on schoolcash online.  

Mark this date on your calendar and look forward to seeing 
you at our annual Family Games Night. 

On March 19th, the Junior Band  consisting of 50 students attended the MUSIC ALIVE festival held 
in Thornhill for the first time and  won SILVER in their performances of two contrasting pieces by  
Robert Smith.   
 
On March 28th, the Intermediate Band attended the MUSIC ALIVE festival held in Newmarket and 
won SILVER PLUS, (just below GOLD).  The Intermediate Band performed Celtic Air and Dance, as 
well as Rise of the Ancients and were commended on their ensemble precision and stage presence.   
We wish to congratulate all the band members on a job well done! 

                                                 Music Alive 
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It’s time to remind children about being safe in our community. 

 

 

It’s a good time for parents to remind children about personal safety.   

 

Here's what children need to know: 

 

 Their name, age, telephone number, address, city and province.  This can be done through rhyme or 
      song. 
 

 How to contact their parents at any time, by memorizing cell or work numbers. 
 

 How and under what circumstances to call 911. 
 

 To never approach or enter a stranger's vehicle.  A responsible adult would never ask a child for  
      directions or any other question for that matter. 
 

 Make sure they know they have a right to say "no" to an adult, especially when the adult is asking them  
      to do something they have been taught is wrong or feels uncomfortable.  Reminding children of this right  
      is important because children are taught from a young age to respect adults. 
 

 To always tell parents where they will be and to never enter someone's home without their parent's  
      permission. 
 

 If home alone, never admit it when answering the phone. Never answer a knock at the door or speak  
      through it.  Adults can be very persuasive.  Teach your child to call you if there is a knock at the door and   
      if they fear for their safety, teach them to call 911.  Make sure they know that police officers are there to 
      help them and would not get mad if it were a false alarm. 
 

 If they think they are being followed or are in danger they should run home or to a public place.  If  
      someone grabs them, they should try to get away, yelling and screaming while doing so. 
 
      It is important to play in safe areas, never take shortcuts and stick with a buddy whenever possible. 
 

It is never too early or too late to teach children the importance of personal safety.  Common sense,  

communication and consistency are the keys. Remind children to alert a responsible adult if something 
strange happens that makes them feel uncomfortable. Remember, crime prevention is everyone's  

responsibility. 

 

For more information on this subject, visit www.yrp.ca.  

http://www.yrp.ca
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Learning Disabilities Association of York Region Workshop 
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Learning Disabilities Association of York Region Workshop 

 


